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The contributors contrast
this world-polity perspective to other approaches
to understanding globalization, including realist
and neo-realist analyses
in the ﬁeld of international
relations, and world-system theory and interstate
competition theory in sociology.
In today's world, identities
are no longer built solely
within communities of family, neighbourhood, school
and work - the media
plays an important role in
formulating our identities
or constructions of self.
This volume brings together the usually segregated areas of interpersonal and mass communication, and also incorporates work from sociology,

psychology and women's
studies. Each contributor
examines our understanding of self both within a
speciﬁc context of mediated culture and within a
speciﬁc theoretical framework, such as critical theory, social constructionism
and feminism.
Constructing the World
Polity brings together in
one collection the theoretical ideas of one of the
most inﬂuential International Relations theorists of
our time. These essays,
with a new introduction,
and comprehensive connective sections, present
Ruggie's ideas and their
application to critical policy questions of the post-Cold War international order. Themes covered include: * International Organization. How the 'new
Institutionalism'
diﬀers

from the old. * The System of States. Explorations of political structure,
social time, and territorial
space in the world polity.
* Making History. America
and the issue of 'agency'
in the post-Cold Was era.
NATO and the future transatlantic security community. The United Nations
and the collective use of
force.
As the construction industry continues to develop
within the natural environment, the industry has to
take strong measures to
ensure that its activities
are in harmony with the
environment. The challenge for the construction
sector is not just to respond to the need for adequate housing and rapid
urbanisation, but to do it
in a way that is socially
and ecologically responsi-
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ble. This book begins with
the current progress of
the construction industry
in Malaysia before shifting
to the fragile relationship
between construction and
environment. Knowing the
rapid development in
Malaysia and how construction can aﬀect the environment, this book
delves into some evidence of environmental
degradation in Malaysia.
In the mist of degradation,
there is some light shone
by the government agencies, state government
and some construction
players who have initiated
several actions to improve
present situation. Construction players must be
ready to address these
concerns, aware of the requirements and comply
with it, while the government must be ready to implement and enforce the
requirement. An eﬀective
planning, implementation
and monitoring is vital if
the environment is to be
part of the culture of the
construction industry everywhere.
Experts estimate that as
many as 98,000 people
die in any given year from
medical errors that occur
in hospitals. That's more
than die from motor vehicle accidents, breast cancer, or AIDS--three causes
that receive far more
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public attention. Indeed,
more people die annually
from medication errors
than from workplace injuries. Add the ﬁnancial
cost to the human
tragedy, and medical error easily rises to the top
ranks of urgent, widespread public problems.
To Err Is Human breaks
the silence that has surrounded medical errors
and
their
consequence--but not by pointing ﬁngers at caring
health care professionals
who make honest mistakes. After all, to err is
human. Instead, this book
sets forth a national agenda--with state and local implications--for reducing
medical errors and improving patient safety through
the design of a safer
health system. This volume reveals the often
startling statistics of medical error and the disparity
between the incidence of
error and public perception of it, given many patients' expectations that
the medical profession always performs perfectly.
A careful examination is
made of how the surrounding forces of legislation,
regulation, and market activity inﬂuence the quality
of care provided by health
care organizations and
then looks at their handling of medical mistakes.
Using a detailed case

study, the book reviews
the current understanding
of why these mistakes
happen. A key theme is
that legitimate liability
concerns discourage reporting of errors--which
begs the question, "How
can we learn from our mistakes?" Balancing regulatory versus market-based
initiatives and public versus private eﬀorts, the Institute of Medicine presents wide-ranging recommendations for improving
patient safety, in the areas of leadership, improved data collection
and analysis, and development of eﬀective systems
at the level of direct patient care. To Err Is Human asserts that the
problem is not bad people
in health care--it is that
good people are working
in bad systems that need
to be made safer. Comprehensive and straightforward, this book oﬀers a
clear prescription for raising the level of patient
safety in American health
care. It also explains how
patients themselves can
inﬂuence the quality of
care that they receive
once they check into the
hospital. This book will be
vitally important to federal, state, and local health
policy makers and regulators, health professional licensing oﬃcials, hospital
administrators, medical
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educators and students,
health caregivers, health
journalists, patient advocates--as well as patients
themselves. First in a series of publications from
the Quality of Health Care
in America, a project initiated by the Institute of
Medicine
The ﬁrst detailed and comprehensive study of Rudolf Carnap, an inﬂuential
ﬁgure in twentieth-century philosophy.
This book considers the
problem of providing maximum access to transport
services, and to roads for
the rural population of the
world's developing countries when limited funds
are available. Access is a
key factor in both social
and economic development. It promotes social
intercourse and opens up
markets for both the rural
and urban populations. Access connotes the ability
to travel and to transport
goods. The components of
access include both the infrastructure and the transport modes or aids that
use the infrastructure.
This book oﬀers a rich collection of international research narratives that reveal the qualities and value of peer play. It presents new understandings
of peer play and relationships in chapters drawn
from richly varied contexts that involve sibling

play, collaborative peer
play, and joint play with
adults. The book explores
social strategies such as
cooperation, negotiation,
playing with rules, expressing empathy, and
sharing imaginary emotional peer play experiences.
Its reconceptualization of
peer play and relationships promotes new thinking on children's development in contemporary
worlds. It shows how new
knowledge generated
about young children's
play with peers illuminates how they learn and
develop within and across
communities, families,
and educational settings
in diverse cultural contexts. The book addresses
issues that are relevant
for parents, early years'
professionals and academics, including the role
of play in learning at
school, the role of adults
in self-initiated play, and
the long-term impact of
early friendships. The
book makes clear how recent cultural diﬀerences
involve digital, engineering and imaginary peer
play. The book follows a
clear line of argument
highlighting the importance of play-based learning and stress the importance of further knowledge of children's interaction in their context. This
book aims to highlight the
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narration of peer play,
mostly leaning on a sociocultural theoretical perspective, where many
chapters have a cultural-historical theoretical
frame and highlight children's social situation of
development. Polly BjörkWillén, Linköping University, Sweden
It has become popular in
recent years to talk about
'identity' as an aspect of
engagement with technology - in virtual environments, in games, in social
media and in our increasingly digital world. But
what do we mean by identity and how do our theories and assumptions
about identity aﬀect the
kinds of questions we ask
about its relationship to
technology and learning?
Constructing the Self in a
Digital World takes up this
question explicitly, bringing together authors working from diﬀerent models
of identity but all examining the role of technology
in the learning and lives
of children and youth.
The era from 1400 to
1800 saw intense biological, commercial, and cultural exchanges, and the
creation of global connections on an unprecedented scale. Divided into two
books, Volume 6 of the
Cambridge World History
series considers these crit-
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ical transformations. The
ﬁrst book examines the
material and political foundations of the era, including global considerations
of the environment, disease, technology, and cities, along with regional
studies of empires in the
eastern and western hemispheres, crossroads areas
such as the Indian Ocean,
Central Asia, and the
Caribbean, and sites of
competition and conﬂict,
including Southeast Asia,
Africa, and the Mediterranean. The second book
focuses on patterns of
change, examining the expansion of Christianity
and Islam, migrations, warfare, and other topics on a
global scale, and oﬀering
insightful detailed analyses of the Columbian
exchange, slavery, silver,
trade, entrepreneurs,
Asian religions, legal encounters,
plantation
economies, early industrialism, and the writing of
history.
Information Systems Research: Relevant Theory
and Informed Practice
comprises the edited proceedings of the WG8.2
conference, "Relevant Theory and Informed Practice:
Looking Forward from a
20-Year Perspective on IS
Research," which was
sponsored by IFIP and
held in Manchester, England, in July 2004. The con-
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ference attracted a record
number of high-quality
manuscripts, all of which
were subjected to a rigorous reviewing process in
which four to eight track
chairs, associate editors,
and reviewers thoughtfully scrutinized papers by
the highly regarded as
well as the newcomers.
No person or idea was considered sacrosanct and no
paper made it through
this process unscathed.
All authors were asked to
revise the accepted papers, some more than
once; thus, good papers
got better. With only 29
percent of the papers accepted, these proceedings
are signiﬁcantly more selective than is typical of
many conference proceedings. This volume is organized in 7 sections, with
33 full research papers
providing panoramic
views and reﬂections on
the Information Systems
(IS) discipline followed by
papers featuring critical interpretive studies, action
research, theoretical perspectives on IS research,
and the methods and
politics of IS development.
Also included are 6 panel
descriptions and a new
category of "bright idea"
position papers, 11 in all,
wherein main points are
summarized in a pithy
and provocative fashion.
In this study of Paul, Dr.

Adams focuses on Paul's
understanding and use of
cosmological concepts,
such as world and creation. He examines Paul's
historical and social context and illuminates the
whole cosmological project of Pauline Christianity.
David J. Chalmers constructs a highly ambitious
and original picture of the
world, from a few basic elements. He returns to Rudolf Carnap's attempt to
do the same, and adopts
the idea of scrutability—according to which
reasoning from a limited
class of basic truths yields
all truths about the
world—to address central
themes in philosophy.
From master language creator David J. Peterson, creator of Game of Thrones'
(HBO) Dothraki language,
comes a creative guide to
language construction.
Peterson begins with a
brief history of constructed languages, from
Tolkien's creations to Klingon to the thriving global
community of language
construction. Then, using
examples from a variety
of languages including his
own creations, Peterson
oﬀers a captivating and lucid overview, providing a
basic foundation of essential linguistic tools for inventing and evolving
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one's own lexicon.
Describes how to create a
digital library of documents, images, articles, indexes, and other free resources found on the
World Wide Web.
The construction industry
is a vibrant and active industry. The building sector is responsible for creating, modifying and improving the living environment
of humanity. This volume
presents solutions that facilitate and promote the
adoption of policies, methods and tools to accelerate the movement towards a global sustainable
built environment.
Nineteenth-century American writers frequently
cast the Mormon as a
stock villain in such ﬁctional genres as mysteries,
westerns, and popular romances. The Mormons
were depicted as a violent
and perverse people--the
"viper on the hearth"-who sought to violate the
domestic sphere of the
mainstream. While other
critics have mined the socio-political sources of anti-Mormonism, Givens is
the ﬁrst to reveal how popular ﬁction, in its attempt
to deal with the sources
and nature of this conﬂict,
constructed an image of
the Mormon as a religious
and social "Other."
"Although the two inter-

twined at ﬁrst, the contributions of these "settlement women" to the development of the administrative state have been
largely lost as the new
ﬁeld of public administration evolved from the research bureaus and diverged from social work.
Camilla Stivers now shows
how public administration
came to be dominated not
just by science and business but also by masculinity, calling into question
much that is taken for
granted about the profession and creating an alternative vision of public service.".
A historical look at styles
of technological research
and design. If it is true, as
Tocqueville suggested,
that social and class systems shape technology,
research, and knowledge,
then the eﬀects should be
visible both at the individual level and at the level of
technical institutions and
local environments. That
is the central issue addressed in Constructing a
Bridge, a tale of two cultures that investigates
how national traditions
shape technological communities and their institutions and become
embedded in everyday engineering practice. Eda
Kranakis ﬁrst examines these issues in the work of
two suspension bridge de-
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signers of the early nineteenth century: the American inventor James Finley
and the French engineer
Claude-Louis-Marie-Henri
Navier. Finley--who was
oriented toward the needs
of rural, frontier communities--designed a bridge
that could be easily reproduced and constructed by
carpenters and blacksmiths. Navier--whose professional training and career reﬂected a tradition
of monumental architecture and had linked him
closely to the Parisian scientiﬁc
community--designed an elegant, costly,
and technically sophisticated structure to be built in
an elite district of Paris.
Charting the careers of these two technologists and
tracing the stories of their
bridges, Kranakis reveals
how local environments
can shape design goals,
research practices, and design-to-construction processes. Kranakis then
oﬀers a broader look at
the technological communities and institutions of
nineteenth-century France
and America and at their
ties to technological practice. She shows how conditions that led to Finley's
and Navier's distinct designs also fostered diﬀerent systems of technical
education as well as distinct ideologies and traditions of engineering re-
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search.The result of this
two-tiered, comparative
approach is a reorientation of a historiographic
tradition initiated by Tocqueville (and explored
more recently by Eugene
Ferguson, John Kasson,
and others) toward a ﬁner-grained analysis of institutional and local environments as mediators between national traditions
and individual styles of
technological research
and design.
Recipient of the Jo Anne
Stolaroﬀ Cotsen Prize
Scholars from Aristotle to
Marx and beyond have
been fascinated by the
question of what constitutes value. The Construction of Value in the Ancient World makes a signiﬁcant contribution to
this ongoing inquiry, bringing together in one comprehensive volume the
perspectives of leading anthropologists, archaeologists, historians, linguists,
philologists, and sociologists on how value was
created, deﬁned, and expressed in a number of ancient societies around the
world. Based on the basic
premise that value is a social construct deﬁned by
the cultural context in
which it is situated, the
volume explores four
overarching but closely interrelated themes: place
value, body value, object
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value, and number value.
The questions raised and
addressed are of central
importance to archaeologists studying ancient civilizations: How can we understand the value that
might have been accorded to materials, objects,
people, places, and patterns of action by those
who produced or used the
things that compose the
human material record?
Taken as a whole, the contributions to this volume
demonstrate how the concept of value lies at the intersection of individual
and collective tastes, desires, sentiments, and attitudes that inform the
ways people select, or
give priority to, one thing
over another.
Analysing political discourse in the British press
during a time of crisis and
austerity, this book examines how the concept
of the welfare state has
been constructed between 2008 and 2015. At
a time when the ﬁnancial
crisis and government policies have put the welfare
state under increased
pressure, a corpus from
four British newspapers
from across the political
spectrum - the Guardian,
Daily Mirror, Daily Mail,
and Daily Telegraph - is
brought together to investigate the political de-

bate on its evaluation and
the ambiguity about its exact deﬁnition. Combining
two theoretical approaches, Malgorzata Paprota
outlines the ﬁgurative
models and scenarios relevant to this element of
the political system. The
discourse-historical approach to discourse analysis is used to establish
what the welfare state is,
tracing the boundaries of
the concept and which elements of political reality
are explicitly associated
with it. Conceptual metaphor theory is then used
to explore the ﬁgurative
conceptualisations of the
welfare state. Together,
this book shows the discursive construction, and
shifting boundaries and
metaphors, of the welfare
state by the British press
and its use in current political debates.
Encountering an ancient
text not only as a historical source but also as a literary artifact entails an important paradigm shift,
which in recent years has
taken place in classical
and Oriental philology. Biblical scholars, Egyptologists, and classical philologists have been pioneers
in supplementing traditional historical-critical exegesis with more-literary approaches. This has led to
a wealth of new insights.
While the methodological
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consequences of this shift
have been discussed
within each discipline, until recently there has not
been an attempt to discuss its validity and
methodology on an interdisciplinary level. In 2006,
the Faculty of Bible and Biblical Interpretation at the
Hochschule für Jüdische
Studien, Heidelberg, and
the Faculty of Theology at
the University of Heidelberg invited scholars from
the U.S., Canada, the
Netherlands, Israel, and
Germany to examine these issues. Under the title
“Literary Fiction and the
Construction of Identity in
Ancient Literatures: Options and Limits of Modern
Literary Approaches in the
Exegesis of Ancient Texts,” experts in Egyptology,
classical philology, ancient Near Eastern
studies, biblical studies,
Jewish studies, literary
studies, and comparative
religion came together to
present current research
and debate open questions. At this conference,
each representative (from
a total of 23 diﬀerent disciplines) dealt with literary
theory in regard to his or
her area of research. The
present volume organizes
17 of the resulting essays
along 5 thematic lines
that show how similar issues are dealt with in
diﬀerent disciplines: (1)

Thinking of Ancient Texts
as Literature, (2) The Identity of Authors and Readers, (3) Fiction and Fact,
(4) Rereading Biblical Poetry, and (5) Modeling the
Future by Reconstructing
the Past.
Educators have a key pedagogical role in promoting
early years outdoor play
in natural environments.
Active outdoor play involving risk-taking has been
linked to positive eﬀects
on social health and behaviour, and encourages
physical activity and motor skill development. At
the same time, it has
been recognised that opportunities for children to
experience outdoor learning have been reduced in
recent decades due to the
impacts of technology, urbanisation and social
change. This book brings
together renowned authors, with research and
professional experience in
a range of disciplines, to
provide a comprehensive
guide to developing positive and engaging outdoor
learning environments in
the early years. Part 1
looks at pedagogy and outdoor environments, and
considers the value of
risk-taking and developing
a young child's appreciation of the natural world.
Part 2 examines the key
principles involved in the
design and planning of th-
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ese spaces, such as applying the relevant equipment standards and regulations. Part 3 explores
how educators can develop an understanding of
children's own perspectives on outdoor spaces,
including promoting agency and recognising the importance of private playspaces. Part 4 examines
diﬀerent cultural perspectives on outdoor play, including Indigenous approaches, while Part 5 considers the range of experiences possible beyond
purposefully-designed
spaces, from visiting nature reserves to exploring
urban environments. 'A
much needed and comprehensive resource for preservice teachers and educators of young children
that encompasses philosophies, theories, pedagogy
and practice for purposeful engagement of children in all kinds of outdoor spaces in Australia.' Dr Kumara Ward, Director
of Academic Program: Early Childhood Education,
Western Sydney University 'This seminal work will
provide a shared language and framework for
educators, policy developers, community builders
and researchers in exploring the justiﬁcations for
engaging children in well
considered outdoor learning places and spaces.' -
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Leanne Grogan, School of
Education, Outdoor and
Environmental Studies, La
Trobe University.
Explore OpenCV 4 to create visually appealing
cross-platform computer
vision applications Key
FeaturesUnderstand basic
OpenCV 4 concepts and algorithmsGrasp advanced
OpenCV techniques such
as 3D reconstruction, machine learning, and artiﬁcial neural networksWork
with Tesseract OCR, an
open-source library to recognize text in imagesBook
Description OpenCV is one
of the best open source libraries available, and can
help you focus on constructing complete projects on image processing, motion detection, and
image segmentation.
Whether you’re completely new to computer vision,
or have a basic understanding of its concepts,
Learn OpenCV 4 by Building Projects – Second edition will be your guide to
understanding OpenCV
concepts and algorithms
through real-world examples and projects. You’ll
begin with the installation
of OpenCV and the basics
of image processing.
Then, you’ll cover user interfaces and get deeper into image processing. As
you progress through the
book, you'll learn complex
computer vision algo-
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rithms and explore machine learning and face detection. The book then
guides you in creating optical ﬂow video analysis
and background subtraction in complex scenes. In
the concluding chapters,
you'll also learn about
text segmentation and
recognition and understand the basics of the new
and improved deep learning module. By the end of
this book, you'll be familiar with the basics of
Open CV, such as matrix
operations, ﬁlters, and histograms, and you'll have
mastered commonly used
computer vision techniques to build OpenCV
projects from scratch.
What you will learnInstall
OpenCV 4 on your operating systemCreate CMake
scripts to compile your
C++ applicationUnderstand basic image matrix
formats and ﬁltersExplore
segmentation and feature
extraction techniquesRemove backgrounds from
static scenes to identify
moving objects for surveillanceEmploy various techniques to track objects in
a live videoWork with new
OpenCV functions for text
detection and recognition
with TesseractGet acquainted with important
deep learning tools for image classiﬁcationWho this
book is for If you are a
software developer with a

basic understanding of
computer vision and image processing and want
to develop interesting
computer vision applications with OpenCV, Learn
OpenCV 4 by Building Projects for you. Prior knowledge of C++ will help you
understand the concepts
covered in this book.
Helping readers create a
consistently Christian
worldview, William Hasker
addresses key questions
of metaphysics and discusses possible answers.
In the Contours of Christian Philosophy series.
Stereotypes and the Construction of the Social
World explores the complexity of stereotypes,
guiding the reader
through issues of deﬁnition and theoretical explanations from psychology
and other disciplines. The
book examines why people use stereotypes,
which have often been
represented as inaccurate, rigid and discriminatory. If that is what they
are, then why would people employ such 'faulty' or
'biased' views of others?
Whilst this book presents
a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the psychological research into
the individual use of
stereotypes, it also presents this research within
its ideological and histori-
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cal context, revealing the
important sociocultural
factors in what we mean
by 'stereotypes'. From the
politics of representation
and inter-group power relations, alongside individual social cognitive issues,
the book provides a comprehensive and cross-disciplinary account of stereotypes and stereotyping.
Featuring a wealth of real-world examples, it will be
essential reading for all
students and researchers
of stereotypes.
In this groundbreaking
"cultural history of psychotherapy", historian and
psychologist Philip Cushman shows how the development of modern psychotherapy is inextricably
intertwined with that of
the United States and how
it has fundamentally
changed the way Americans view events and
themselves. Using an interpretive historical approach, Cushman shows
how and why psychotherapy was created, what its
functions are, and how it
has come to play such an
enormous role in American life. Asserting that
each era develops a diﬀerent conception of "what it
means to be human",
Cushman traces the evolution of the self throughout
history to contemporary
times, naming its current
conﬁguration in our con-

sumerist society the "empty self", one that needs
constant ﬁlling. In Constructing the Self, Constructing America, he
places psychotherapy in
its social and historical
context, and examines its
origins in the nineteenth
century to its preeminence in American life today, arguing that its establishment as a social institution may in fact reproduce
some of the very ills that
it is meant to heal. Finally,
in an unusual move, Cushman suggests a way to
use interpretive methods
in the everyday practice
of psychotherapy. By doing so, he hopes to dissuade both patient and
therapist from colluding
with the empty self or the
rampant consumerism of
our time.
The interdisciplinarity between the biological and
human sciences is here to
serve a daring objective:
to decipher, by means of
a logical chain, the explanatory factors of human
trajectories and imbalances between societies
and nations. To do this,
The World’s Construction
Mechanism is based on an
unprecedented analysis of
the dynamics of the human species, combining
the contributions of anthropology, archeology, biology, climatology, economics, geography, histo-
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ry and sociology. This
book analyzes the roots of
societal disharmony and
presents ways of realizing
a clear-sighted human project that is in step with
the general interest of humanity.
Annotation Descartes's
cogito ergo sum is at once
one of the simplest and
most puzzling of philosophical arguments. Although most philosophers
agree that the argument
is valid, they do not agree
about why it is valid. And
the most generally accepted account, on which the
inference becomes a standard logical argument
once a missing premise is
supplied, contradicts Descartes's own statements
about the cogito.
What were the cultural factors that held the British
world together? How was
Britishness understood at
home, in the Empire, and
in areas of informal British
inﬂuence?
This
book
makes the case for a ‘cultural British world’, and examines how it took shape
in a wide range of locations, ranging from India
to Jamaica, from Sierra
Leone to Australia, and
from south China to New
Zealand. These eleven
original essays explore a
wide range of topics, including images of nakedness, humanitarianism, an-
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ti-slavery, literary criticism, travel narratives, legal cultures, visions of capitalism, and household
possessions. The book
argues that the debates
around these issues, as
well as the consumer culture associated with
them, helped give the British world a sense of cohesion and identity. This
book will be essential reading for historians of imperialism and globalisation,
and includes contributions
from some of the most
prominent historians of
British imperial and cultural history.
The doctorial thesis
argues that the term Subcreation with its revised
and broadened deﬁnition,
in part diﬀering from
J.R.R. Tolkien's original
term sub-creation, may be
used for the discussion of
the making of ﬁctional
worlds in literary dis-
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course. The successful
conception of a ﬁctional
world depends on the
reader's willing suspension of disbelief. This depends both on the author
and his skilled composition of the world and all
its aspects, as well as on
the reader's acceptance
of this invented ﬁctional
world. The author needs
to create a narrative with
an inner consistency,
which is crucial to achieving the eﬀect of the reader's immersion in the ﬁctional world. The fundamental aspects that an author needs to realize to
achieve successful Subcreation have been structured into and analysed in
four categories: Language
and Linguistic Variation,
Physiopoeia, Anthropoeia
and Mythopoeia. Furthermore, this thesis shows
that, as contemporary examples of fantastic literature, both Tad Williams's

and Terry Pratchett's ﬁctional worlds are successfully created through the realization of these aspects
of Subcreation. Apart from
commenting on the success of the subcreative
process, this thesis also remarks upon the cultural inﬂuences both authors include in their writings.
While both may be considered Anglophone in a general categorization, Pratchett's Discworld retains a
feeling of 'Britishness'
that is not to be found in
Williams's Otherland. The
thesis proposes several
approaches to Subcreation that may be studied
subsequently. So, for example, it may be possible
to determine the success
of an author's Subcreation
by collecting empirical data. Apart from literary
works this ﬁeld of studies
may also include other media.
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