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opean-integration-western-balkans-reconciliation-european-future While most of
Europe decided to unite in the 20th and
21st century, a country in the Balkans
split into seven independent states. The
eﬀorts of these states to join the European Union and the reconciliation initiatives between the countries are detailed
in this research paper. Despite the
eﬀorts of the countries of the region and

of the EU, a lot of work is needed before
these countries will become suﬃciently
mature in political, economic and societal sense to become members of the European Union. The promotion of dialogue, grassroots movements, civil society and cross-border projects is needed in
order to tackle unresolved problems in
the region.
Today, more than ﬁfteen years after the
end of the wars that accompanied Yugoslavia's dissolution, the "Balkan question" remains more than ever a "European question". In the eyes of many Eu-
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ropeans in the 1990s, Bosnia was the
symbol of a collective failure, while Kosovo later became a catalyst for an emerging Common Foreign and Security Policy
(CFSP). In the last decade, however, the
overall thrust of the EU's Balkans policy
has moved from an agenda dominated
by security issues related to the war and
its legacies to one focused on the perspective of the Western Balkan states'
accession to the European Union. This
Chaillot Paper, which features contributions from authors from various parts of
the region, examines the current state of
play in the countries of the Western
Balkans with regard to EU accession. It
brings together both views from the
Balkans states themselves and overarching thematic perspectives. For the ﬁrst
time the European Union has become involved in the formation of new nation-states that also aspire to become members of the Union. The EU's transformative power has proved eﬀective in integrating established states; now it is confronted with the challenge of integrating
new and sometimes contested states.
Against this background, this paper
makes the case for a concerted regional
approach to EU enlargement, and a renewed and sustained commitment to the
European integration of the Western
Balkans.
Borders dominate the security agenda in
South-east Europe. Political and ethnic
discontents focus on disputed borders,
while traﬃckers in migrants and drugs ignore them. The EU argues that the
Balkan countries should develop models
of border management using its policing
standards, but the region is rife with corruption and its border guards are both
under-resourced and ineﬀective. This paper asks how and why border management in South-east Europe is developing
as it is, and what this might mean for the
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future of Europe. Drawing on recent experiences in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Slovenia, Macedonia and Albania, it looks at
the ways in which the region's Electronic
reproduction.[Abingdon]
:Routledge,[2004?].Mode of access: World
Wide Web.borders are managed, and
gauges the development of a consensual
European approach to border security. It
shows how governments and guards understand the predicament of regional
insecurity, and how they respond with
strategies that accommodate, evade or
subvert unavoidable political pressures.
Two previous RAND volumes addressed
the roles of the United States and the
United Nations in nation-building,
deﬁned as the use of armed force in the
aftermath of a conﬂict to promote a
durable peace and representative government. This volume presents six case
studies of recent European-led nation-building missions: Albania, Sierra
Leone, Macedonia, Ctte d'Ivoire, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and
Bosnia. It also reviews the Australian assistance mission to the Solomon Islands.
Using quantitative and qualitative measures to compare inputs (such military
levels, economic assistance and duration) and outcomes (such as levels of security, economic growth, refugee return,
and democracy), the analysis concludes
that these European-led missions have
been competently managed and, within
their sometimes quite limited scope, generally successful. Most helped achieve
sustained peace, gross domestic product
growth, and representative government.
The EU has a wide array of civil competencies for nation-building, but it is sometimes slow to deploy them in support of
its military operations, particularly when
these are conducted far from Europe.
The UN oﬀers the most cost-eﬀective
means to address most postconﬂict stabi-
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lization requirements and NATO the better framework for large-scale force projection in cases in which the United
States is ready to participate. But the EU
now oﬀers European governments a viable alternative to both these organizations in cases in which European interests are high, U.S. interests are low, and
the UN is, for some reason, unsuitable or
unavailable.
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cal developments. Nine papers on
problems of cultural boundaries are presented with the idea of countering the
picture of the Balkans as a huge borderland where irresolvable age-old ethnic
and religious rivalries will inevitably
cause conﬂict as informed by stereotypes and oversimpliﬁcations. Topics include the historical crossing of religious
borderlines, the legitimizing eﬀorts of
elites to create national identities, struggles to declare "ownership" over the origins of a particular musical instrument,
and similar topics.
This book shows how current and future
research on the social history of the
Balkans can be integrated into a broader
European framework. The contributions
look at a range of methodological and
empirical issues, and the theme that
links the various studies is that of the
contrasting, yet, at the same time, entangled ideas of the Balkans as a "mental
map" and of Southeast Europe as an "historical region." (Series: Studies on South
East Europe - Vol. 10)
Introduction. -- I. The dangerous status
quo and EU's Balkan dilemma. -- II. Key
elements of the new policy framework. -1. Constitutional and status issues. -- 2.
The integration challenge. -- III. Conclusions.

This is NOT just another retelling of the
Fall of Constantinople, though it does include a very ﬁne account of that momentous event. It is the history of a quite extraordinary century, one which began
when a tiny of force of Ottoman Turkish
warriors was invited by the Christian
Byzantine Emperor to cross the Dardanelles from Asia into Europe to assist
him in one of the civil wars which were
tearing the fast-declining Byzantine Empire apart.One hundred and eight years
later the Byzantine capital of Constantinople fell to what was by then a
hugely powerful and expanding empire
of the Islamic Ottoman Turks, whose
rulers came to see themselves as the natural and legitimate heirs of their Byzantine and indeed Roman predecessors.
The book sets the scene, explains the
background and tells the story, both military, political, cultural and personal, of
the winners and the losers, plus those
'outsiders' who were increasingly being
drawn into the dramatic story of the rise
of the Ottoman Empire.
Discussing the complex weave of cultural links and the diﬀerent religious and linguistic groups that have been living side
by side in the Balkans for centuries, this
anthropological study is the result of a
project initiated to create a network of
scholars from Scandinavia and the Yugoslav successor states devoted to the
study of post-Yugoslav cultural and politi-

The states and peoples of Southeastern
Europe have been divided by wars over
the twentieth century, but they have
since worked to re-establish themselves
into the European mainstream. This timely new edition has been revised, updated
and expanded in the light of the latest
scholarship and recent events. John R.
Lampe now oﬀers a comprehensive assessment of the full century from the
Sarajevo assassination in 1914 through
to EU membership and developments up
to the present day.
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Disentangling a controversial history of
turmoil and progress, this Handbook provides essential guidance through the
complex past of a region that was previously known as the Balkans but is now
better known as Southeastern Europe. It
gathers 47 international scholars and researchers from the region. They stand
back from the premodern claims and recent controversies stirred by the wars of
Yugoslavia’s dissolution. Parts I and II explore shifting early modern divisions
among three empires to the national
movements and independent states that
intruded with Great Power intervention
on Ottoman and Habsburg territory in
the nineteenth century. Part III traces a
full decade of war centered on the First
World War, with forced migrations rivalling the great loss of life. Part IV addresses the interwar promise and the later authoritarian politics of ﬁve newly independent states: Albania, Bulgaria,
Greece, Romania, and Yugoslavia. Separate attention is paid in Part V to the
spread of European economic and social
features that had begun in the nineteenth century. The Second World War
again cost the region dearly in death and
destruction and, as noted in Part VI, in interethnic violence. A ﬁnal set of chapters
in Part VII examines postwar and Cold
War experiences that varied among the
four Communist regimes as well as for
non-Communist Greece. Lastly, a brief
Epilogue takes the narrative past 1989 into the uncertainties that persist in Yugoslavia’s successor states and its neighbors. Providing fresh analysis from recent scholarship, the brief and accessible chapters of the Handbook address
the general reader as well as students
and scholars. For further study, each
chapter includes a short list of selected
readings.
Examining two centuries of Balkan
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politics, from the emergence of nationalism to the retreat of Communist power
in 1989, this is the ﬁrst book to systematically argue that many of the region's
problems are external in origin. A decade of instability in the Balkan states of
southeast Europe has given the region
one of the worst images in world politics.
The Balkans has become synonymous
with chaos and extremism. Balkanization, meaning conﬂict arising from the
fragmentation of political power, is a condition feared across the globe. This new
text assesses the key issues of Balkan
politics, showing how the development
of exclusive nationalism has prevented
the region’s human and material resources from being harnessed in a constructive way. It argues that the proximity of the Balkans to the great powers is
the main reason for instability and decline. Britain, Russia, Austria-Hungary,
France and ﬁnally the USA had conﬂicting ambitions and interests in the region.
Russia had imperial designs before and
after the 1917 Revolution. The Western
powers sometimes tolerated these or encouraged undemocratic local forces to
exercise control in order to block further
Soviet expansion. Leading authority Tom
Gallagher examines the origins of these
Western prejudices towards the Balkans,
tracing the damaging eﬀects of policies
based on Western lethargy and cynicism, and reassesses the negative image
of the region, its citizens, their leadership skills and their potential to overcome crucial problems.
Explores the rapidly changing relationship between the Balkans and the EU in
a time of crisis
Combining comment with research
abounding in historical and cultural detail, this book tells how from the 16th to
the 20th century The Balkans have been
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perceived by west European travellers,
many of whom have seen it as part of
Asia and sought accordingly to inform
their contemporaries of its exotic, outlandish and primitive ways.
"If the Balkans hadn't existed, they
would have been invented" was the verdict of Count Hermann Keyserling in his
famous 1928 publication, Europe. Over
ten years ago, Maria Todorova traced
the relationship between the reality and
the invention. Based on a rich selection
of travelogues, diplomatic accounts, academic surveys, journalism, and belles-lettres in many languages, Imagining the
Balkans explored the ontology of the
Balkans from the sixteenth century to
the present day, uncovering the ways in
which an insidious intellectual tradition
was constructed, became mythologized,
and is still being transmitted as discourse. Maria Todorova, who was raised
in the Balkans, is in a unique position to
bring both scholarship and sympathy to
her subject, and in a new afterword she
reﬂects on recent developments in the
study of the Balkans and political developments on the ground since the publication of Imagining the Balkans. The afterword explores the controversy over Todorova's coining of the term Balkanism.
With this work, Todorova oﬀers a timely,
updated, accessible study of how an innocent geographic appellation was transformed into one of the most powerful
and widespread pejorative designations
in modern history.
Can Europe tame the Balkans? That's the
question veteran journalist Elizabeth
Pond addresses in this timely and absorbing book. Starting with the wars of the
Yugoslav succession, Endgame in the
Balkans guides readers through the region's tumultuous recent history and explores both how the lure of European
Union (EU) membership has aﬀected the
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Balkans and how Balkan developments
have shaped the EU. Drawing on hundreds of interviews, as well as decades
of experience as a foreign correspondent, Pond moves deftly across the region, from Bulgaria to Romania, Kosovo,
Croatia, Bosnia, Macedonia, Albania, and
Serbia and Montenegro. She examines
the many hurdles standing between these countries and EU membership—including poverty, corruption, and rabid
chauvinism—as well as the hopes and
problems that have led Balkan leaders to
look to the West. In the process, she
paints a vivid picture of the challenges
facing the region as it seeks to vault
from the nineteenth to the twenty-ﬁrst
century. Already in its brief history, the
European Union has forged a historic reconciliation between France and Germany
and helped consolidate democracy in Portugal, Spain, and Greece. But in southeastern Europe, it faces one of its most
diﬃcult tasks yet. En dgame in the
Balkans reveals the full extent of this
challenge, as well as the grounds for
hope. Rich in detail and penetrating analysis, this book will be essential reading
for anyone interested in the future both
of the region and of Europe as a whole.
The tragic events that began to unfold in
the former Yugoslavia at the beginning
of the 1990s have drawn the world's attention to the history and rich culture of
the Muslim communities of Bosnia especially, but also of Albania, Kosovo and
Macedonia - the historic heartland of
Muslim Europe. Here H. T. Norris breaks
new ground by focusing on their religious and intellectual links with the Arab
world, Persia and Central Asia, whereas
the few previous publications on the subject have been mostly concerned with
the more obvious links between the
Balkan Muslims and the Turks. Norris illustrates from a wide range of sources

5

6

the many channels through which the
Arabs and Persians were linked with
Balkan peoples, especially after the Ottoman conquest, in their art, architecture,
literature and religion - direct contacts
were also forged through Suﬁsm. From
the earliest times, also, many Balkan
Muslim soldiers and bureaucrats, as well
as scholars and poets, made an impact
on the wider Islamic world, the most
prominent being Mohammed Ali, the
founder of modern Egypt. The resurgence of Muslim identity in Bosnia-Hercegovina and Kosovo has of course much
to do with the aggressive nature of Serbian nationalism. But it is also a legacy
of the region's relations over many centuries with the Arab countries and Persia,
now given a new meaning in the wake of
Serbian attempts to 'cleanse' Sarajevo
and other cities of their Muslim inhabitants. As the wider world has become
aware, for the ﬁrst time in several generations, of the phenomenon of Muslim Europe, many people of all persuasions
now want to know and understand more
about it, and the forces which have been
tearing ancient communities apart and
threatening a wider conﬂagration. Up till
now, the sources available to them have
been largely concerned with power
politics, economics and demography. H.
T. Norris's cultural investigation, the fruit
of many years' research, corrects this imbalance.
Focusing on state formation and the identity-geopolitics relationship, makes the
case that the Balkans were at the forefront of European history in the century
before World War I
The National Politics of EU Enlargement
in the Western Balkans examines the
way in which a number of European
Union member states, including Germany and France, formulate their poli-
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cies towards enlargement in the Western
Balkans. The six countries of the Western Balkans – Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia – are on course to become the next members of the European
Union. While there has been a lot of work
on the ways in which these countries are
preparing for accession, and how the EU
as a whole approaches the question of
expansion, very little attention has been
paid to how individual EU member states
regard enlargement into a region that
presents a number of serious challenges,
including the legacies of the conﬂicts of
the 1990s, economic underdevelopment
and poor governance. Focusing on key
states, such as Germany, France and Italy, the neighbouring countries of Central
and South East Europe, and Britain, once
a leading advocate of enlargement that
is now in the process of leaving the European Union, this volume casts important
new empirical and conceptual light on
the diverse motivations that underpin
member state attitudes towards EU enlargement. The National Politics of EU Enlargement in the Western Balkans will be
of great interest to scholars of the European Union, European politics, and the
politics of the Western Balkans. The
chapters were originally published as a
special issue of Southeast European and
Black Sea Studies.
2020 could be a crucial year for the Western Balkans.For over twenty years, the
region has been stuck in a never-ending
transition. Politics, economics, and
geopolitics are still falling prey to old and
new sources of instability. With the path
towards EU integration still uncertain,
many governments in the region are
marked by autocratic tendencies, and international actors strive for a bigger say
in the region. NATO is expanding to the
Balkans, but regional security still de-
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pends on foreign soft power and inﬂuence. And while recipes for economic
transition focus mainly on foreign direct
investments that often lack transparency, Balkan societies are losing their citizens to substantial emigration.What are
the factors contributing to Western
Balkans instability in the age of
Covid-19? Will the region continue to be
ground for renewed geopolitical competition? How can the Balkans leave the transition phase and ﬁnd a sustainable, balanced path onwards?
This book explores the current state of
society in Europe in general and the
regimes and societies of the Western
Balkans in particular. The pandemic and
near-universal lockdown have provided
an ideal cut-oﬀ date for the collection of
indices from reputable academic sources
that cover the nature of these regimes,
individual human freedoms, economic
freedoms, the rule of law, human rights
and media freedoms. The aggregated
ﬁndings from the 20 individual indices
provide comprehensive data to support
original ﬁndings and the characterisation
of societies in 45 European states. Admittedly, there are diﬀerences in the
methodologies and samples among the
indices consulted. Nonetheless, taken together they oﬀer a solid basis for developing arguments concerning the diversity of regimes, governance and societies
in Europe and drawing well-founded conclusions on the nature of society in various parts of Europe. Though the books
main focus is on the Western Balkans,
the region is put in a pan-European context. The issues of migration, minorities,
global geopolitics, the crisis of liberal
democracy they all play into developments that are speciﬁc to the Western
Balkans. The book answers the question
of whether the pandemic has allowed local regimes to strengthen their power
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and exert greater control over society,
making it possible to formulate arguments regarding the future of Europe
and its integrative processes. In closing,
the book investigates Western Balkan
regimes reactions to the pandemic in the
context of governance, society and state
power, before addressing the question of
whether the future of the Western
Balkans lies in the "liberal club", or
whether local hybrid regimes will become even more inﬂuential in the near
future.
This book is a comparative study of the
disintegration of Yugoslavia and the
USSR - as multinational, federal communist states - and the reaction to these
parallel collapses of European and US foreign policy.
This book asks why several ethnic and
linguistic groups in Central Europe and
the Balkans have not yet been legally
recognized as national minorities. Some
of these hidden minorities have not developed an intellectual elite that can visibly present their identity and claims to
the majority population. Other groups
are deliberately concealing their existence and language for reasons of self-protection. The chapters in this volume
address the everyday mechanisms of hiding and being hidden in the transition
zone of these two European regions.
The economies of the European countries are still in recession, the development process is at a standstill, companies are facing ﬁnancial diﬃculties, and
the EU’s monetary policy is tight and focused on lowering inﬂation. The ﬁscal
problems and high debt levels of the
northern European countries are of great
importance, and they are the consequences of both the European economy’s structural characteristics and the
EU’s policies. The economic area of East-
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ern Europe, the Balkans and the Black
Sea countries is also vital, due to its special economic characteristics. The eﬀects
of the economic crisis on this particular
area are catalytic, while the prospects
for recovery are doubtful. The present
book deals with the key aspects of the
economic crisis in Europe, especially focusing on southeast Europe and the
Balkans. The consequences of the crisis
in these countries are analyzed and
suggestions for how to address the crisis
are outlined.
The history of the Balkans has been a distillation of the great and terrible themes
of 20th century history-the rise of nationalism, communism, fascism, genocide,
identity and war. Written by one of the
leading historians of the region, this is a
new interpretation of that history, focusing on the uses and legacies of nationalism in the Balkan region. In particular,
Professor Veremis analyses the inﬂuence
of the West-from the fall of the Ottoman
Empire and the rise and collapse of Yugoslavia. Throughout the state-building
process of Greece, Serbia, Rumania, Bulgaria and later, Albania, the West provided legal, administrative and political prototypes to areas bedevilled by competing irredentist claims. At a time when
Slovenia, Rumania, Bulgaria and Croatia
have become full members of the EU,
yet some orphans of the Communist
past are facing domestic diﬃculties, A
Modern History of the Balkans seeks to
provide an important historical context
to the current problems of nationalism
and identity in the Balkans.
For the ﬁrst time in its modern history
the entire Balkan Peninsula has the opportunity to co-exist under one security
and developmental umbrella combining
NATO and the European Union (EU). Unfortunately, European and American lead-
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ers have been unable to complete such a
unique historic vision, while the progress
of several Western Balkan countries continues to be undermined by a plethora of
political, social, economic, ethnic, and national disputes. This monograph focuses
on the escalating security challenges facing the Western Balkans, assesses the
shortcomings and deﬁciencies of current
international engagement, considers future prospects for U.S. military involvement, and oﬀers recommendations for
curtailing conﬂict and promoting the region's international institutional integration. In particular, to prevent the future
deployment of U.S. forces, more comprehensive strategic intelligence gathering
is needed, together with the identiﬁcation of local and foreign political actors
promoting instability, early warning signals regarding impending conﬂicts, and
a commitment to incorporate all countries in the region into NATO and the EU.
This book critically examines the process
of statebuilding by the EU, focusing on
its attempts to build Member States in
the Western Balkan region. This book
analyses the European Union's policies
towards, and the impact they have, upon
the states of the Western Balkans, and
assesses how these aﬀect the nature of
EU foreign policy. To this end, it focuses
on the tools and mechanisms that the EU
employs in its enlargement policy and examines the new instruments of direct intervention (in Bosnia and Kosovo), political coercion (in the case of Croatia and
Serbia in relation to the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia), and stricter conditionality in
the Western Balkan countries. The book
discusses the key aim of this special
form of statebuilding, which is to establish functional liberal-democratic states
in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, and
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Serbia in order for them to join the EU
and to cope with the responsibilities and
pressures of membership in the future.
However, the authors argue that while
the EU sees itself as an international actor that promotes and protects liberal-democratic values, norms and principles, its experiences in the Western
Balkans demonstrate how the EU ́s actions in the region have undermined the
basic principles of democratic decision-making (such as the European support
for impositions in Bosnia) and international law (Kosovo), and have consequently
contributed to new tensions (see police
reform in Bosnia, and the tensions between Kosovo and Serbia) and dependencies. This book will be of much interest
to students of statebuilding, EU politics,
global governance and IR/Security
Studies in general.
Maria Todorova puts in conversation several ﬁelds that have been traditionally
treated as discrete: Balkans, Eastern Europe, Ottoman, Habsburg and Russian
empires. Applying diﬀerent perspectives
and diﬀerent methodological approaches, it insists on the heuristic value of
scales
The Balkan countries have been looking
for good examples and ideas to pursue
development and internal integration in
destabilized and ethnically complex and
conﬂicting areas. This book about transformation in the framework of European
outlines the path of the Balkans to European integration.
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nalism for the fate of the new democracies of Central and Eastern Europe and
of the Balkans as they approach the millennium. A wide range of viewpoints are
presented on the key issues of national
identity, state formation, nationalist ideology and the issue of territorial and ethnic identity. Diﬀerent theories are outlined and diﬀerences and similarities in
the process of nation building discussed.
The latest research ﬁndings are presented and Western readers are oﬀered insights via a series of comprehensive
studies of the Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Hungary, Slovenia, Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Romania, Croatia and Albania. As with its companion volume,
this book demonstrates the diﬃculties of
creating modern nation states in war-torn ex-Yugoslavia or in the post-communist countries of East-Central Europe.
An analytical comparison of the democratization process in 12 countries of East
Central Europe and the Balkans. It characterises types of democratization which
have occurred there from 1989 to 1997,
setting these recent changes in the context of the political history of the countries.
Croatia, Between Europe and the
Balkans addresses the key developments in economics, politics, international relations and social policy in the state
over the last decade. It places these developments in their historical context,
and shows how current policy dilemmas
are structured within the conﬂicting pressures which historically have pulled Croatia between a European, a Mediterranean and a Balkan orientation. In the
new context of European integration however, Croatia may now ﬁnd a new role in
her pivotal position as a bridge between
the unruly Balkans and an impatient Europe. This book will be of particular use
for courses on Eastern Europe. Its thor-

This is a companion volume to Ethnicity
and Nationalism in Russia, the CIS and
the Baltic States. It brings together scholars from the UK, Poland, Slovakia, Belgium, Greece Bulgaria and the USA to examine the legacy left by decades of communist rule and to assess the importance of the revival of ethnicity and natio-
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ough, up-to-date analysis will also be of
interest to students and researchers in
politics and international relations, but
with a broader appeal to diplomats, policy makers, trade oﬃcials, the business
community and consultants expanding
their trading links with the region.
The enlargement of the EU with the
Balkan countries has aroused the skepticism of many. Although EU admission is
primarily a matter of economic and political concerns, questions of cultural import are readily brought into play: Does
the country in question conform suﬃciently to «our» standards of a «European identity»? The problematic status
of the Balkans in this respect largely consists in their common Byzantine and Ot-
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toman legacies. By focusing on Bulgaria
and its neighbours Romania, Greece and
Turkey, the authors of this collection attempt to elucidate how mutually incompatible the «cultural identity» of the Ottoman «successor states» and that of Europe are. Ample attention is devoted not
only to the perception of the Balkans in
the West, but also to the self-image of
people in the Balkans and perceptions
they hold of the West. If anything like a
Balkan identity can be said to exist, what
is its relation to the various ethnic, national, religious and linguistic communities?
Notably, what was and is the role played
by religion in nation state formation? The
relationship with Europe forms the
thread that runs through the discussion
of these issues.
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